Introduction
The protozoan parasite Trichomonas vaginalis is known to cause one of the most common forms of sexually transmitted disease in the world.' A diagnosis of this infection only on a clinical basis, such as characteristics of a vaginal discharge, may be erroneous. ' Various laboratory methods have been employed for the detection of T vaginalis in vaginal discharges: the saline wet mount; different stains and smears including Giemsa, Gram, Papanicolaou and acridine orange; enzyme immunoassay (EIA); monoclonal antibody staining of direct specimens; and the latex slide agglutination test.'3 These methods, when compared with isolation of the organism by culture, vary widely in sensitivity and specificity.478 Some non-cultural techniques require expensive equipment and performance times longer than normal patient contact. Isolation of T vaginalis is regarded by some as too expensive, time consuming and difficult to be of routine value. 9 This study describes an evaluation of the InPouchT TV test (BioMed Diagnostics Inc, Santa Clara, USA) which is a disposable culture system for the maintenance, transport, and detection of T These counts represent an average of 3 tests. 
